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PRONTO CREDIT

YOUR APPROVAL ROADMAP

The Pronto Approval
Blueprint

What Lenders Actually Look For Before You Buy a Car or Home.

✓ CLEAR STEPS. SMARTER PREPARATION. GREATER CONFIDENCE.
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START HERE

Welcome to Your Financial Future

Buying a car or home should feel exciting—

not confusing. Before lenders approve

financing, they look beyond the item you

want to purchase.

They evaluate how consistently you

manage credit, income, debt, and financial

obligations. These details help lenders

estimate the likelihood that you will

comfortably repay the loan.

The good news is that approval is not based

on one mysterious number. It is based on a

collection of measurable factors that you

can understand, improve, and prepare for.

This guide breaks down the approval

process into clear, practical steps. You will

learn what lenders review, where applicants

commonly lose points, and how to create a

stronger financial profile before submitting

an application.

Think of it as a roadmap: each step brings

you closer to a confident application and a

better chance of securing terms that fit your

budget.

✓ 24,000+ clients helped

At Pronto Credit, we have helped over 24,000 clients rewrite their financial stories.

01
Understand

Learn the factors lenders use to evaluate an

application.

02
Prepare

Organize your credit, income, debt, and

documentation.

03
Improve

Address avoidable issues before you apply.
04

Move forward

Apply with greater clarity and confidence.

Your approval strategy starts with understanding what lenders see.
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1
AUTO F INANCING

1. The Auto Loan Formula

A strong score can expand your options.

A higher credit score may help you qualify for more competitive rates

and payment options. It is a useful target—but it is only one part of the

complete approval picture.

Building Improving Target zone

Lenders consider how consistently you pay your obligations, how much of your available

credit you use, how much debt you carry, and whether your income supports the proposed

payment.

“Lenders do not just look at a magical three-digit

number.”

The 5 Pillars of Approval

These five areas form the structure of a strong lending profile. The following pages explain

how each pillar can affect your application.

✓
Payment History

Consistency builds trust.

▣
Utilization

Manage revolving

balances.

↗

Credit Score

Know what your score

reflects.

⚖
Debt-to-Income

Keep obligations

affordable.

▤
Income Stability

Document reliable income.

GOAL 700+
SCORE
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PILLAR ONE

Payment History

Payment history is one of the clearest signals of financial reliability. Lenders want to see that

you meet your obligations consistently and on time.

“A reliable pattern is often more powerful than a perfect

snapshot.”

What lenders may review Before you apply

PRO TIP

If you are behind on an account, do not ignore it. Contact the creditor, understand your options, and create a realistic

plan for getting current.

Payment History Checklist

Question Ready?

Have I made every payment on time recently? □ Yes   □ Not yet

Are all accounts currently up to date? □ Yes   □ Not yet

Have I reviewed my reports for errors? □ Yes   □ Not yet

On-time and late payments✓

Accounts currently past due✓

Collections or charge-offs✓

Bankruptcies or other public records✓

Length and consistency of repayment history✓

Set up automatic minimum payments✓

Bring past-due accounts current when possible✓

Review reports for inaccurate late-payment

information

✓

Keep records of resolved accounts✓

Build a payment calendar for every obligation✓
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PILLAR TWO

Credit Utilization

Credit utilization describes how much of your available revolving credit you are using. A high

balance relative to your limit can make your profile appear more financially stretched.

LOW
More available credit

Lower reported balances may support a

healthier credit profile.

HIGH
Less flexibility

High balances can increase perceived risk

and monthly obligations.

A Simple Example

Credit limit Reported balance Utilization

$5,000 $1,000 20%

$5,000 $3,500 70%

Utilization is calculated by dividing the reported balance by the credit limit. Lenders and scoring models may consider individual accounts as well as total utilization.

Ways to improve utilization

PRO TIP

A balance does not always need to be zero. The

objective is to keep reported balances manageable

and avoid relying heavily on available credit.

Pay balances down before the statement closing date✓

Avoid charging more while preparing to apply✓

Spread balances carefully across accounts✓

Do not close older accounts without understanding

the impact

✓
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PILLAR THREE

Credit Score & Credit Profile

Your credit score summarizes information in your credit report. It can influence the products,

rates, and approval terms available to you, but different lenders may use different scoring

models and requirements.

What Shapes the Picture?

Payment behavior

Whether accounts are paid according to their terms.

Balances

How much revolving credit is being used.

Account age

How long accounts have been established.

New applications

Recent inquiries and newly opened accounts.

✓ Review before you apply

Checking your credit reports can help you identify errors, unfamiliar accounts, or information that needs

attention.

Smart Preparation Steps

PRO TIP

Do not make major credit decisions based on a single score shown in an app. A lender may use a different score,

model, or report.

Obtain and review your credit reports from the major bureaus.1

Check personal information, account status, balances, and payment history.2

Dispute information that is inaccurate or incomplete.3

Avoid unnecessary new credit applications before a major purchase.4

Keep older accounts open when appropriate and manageable.5
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PILLAR FOUR

Debt-to-Income Ratio

Debt-to-income ratio, commonly called DTI, compares your recurring monthly debt payments

with your gross monthly income. It helps lenders estimate whether a new payment fits within

your existing financial commitments.

% DTI formula

Monthly debt payments divided by gross monthly income, multiplied by 100.

“Approval is not only about what you earn. It is also about

what is already committed.”

Example

Monthly item Amount

Car payment $450

Credit card minimums $150

Student loan payment $300

Total monthly debt $900

Gross monthly income $4,500

Example DTI: $900 ÷ $4,500 × 100 = 20%

Ways to Strengthen Your Position

Pay down revolving balances where practical✓

Avoid taking on new monthly obligations before applying✓

Review subscriptions and recurring commitments✓

Use a realistic estimate for the future housing or auto payment✓
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PILLAR F IVE

Income & Financial Stability

Income gives lenders context for your ability to make the proposed payment. They may

verify how much you earn, how consistently you earn it, and whether the income can be

documented.

Documents commonly requested Prepare your explanation

PRO TIP

Do not wait until the application is submitted to search for documents. A clean documentation package can make the

process more efficient and reduce avoidable delays.

Financial Stability Snapshot

01
Consistency

Is your income regular enough to support the

proposed obligation?

02
Documentation

Can you verify the income you report?

03
Affordability

Does the payment fit comfortably within your

budget?

04
Reserves

Do you have funds available for upfront costs and

emergencies?

Recent pay stubs✓

W-2 forms or tax returns✓

Bank statements✓

Employment information✓

Business records for self-employed applicants✓

Be ready to explain employment changes✓

Document bonuses or commission income✓

Separate personal and business finances where

possible

✓

Keep income records organized and current✓

Report information accurately and consistently✓
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HOME F INANCING

2. The Home Loan Formula

Home financing adds several layers to the approval process. In addition to your credit profile

and income, lenders may evaluate the property, down payment, reserves, insurance, taxes,

and the total projected housing payment.

⌂

Credit readiness

Review payment history, utilization, score, and report

accuracy.

▤
Income verification

Prepare employment and income documentation early.

⚖

Monthly affordability

Account for principal, interest, taxes, insurance, and other

obligations.

◆
Cash to close

Plan for down payment, closing costs, reserves, and

moving expenses.

Homebuyer Readiness Checklist

✓ Think beyond the purchase price

A responsible home budget includes the full monthly cost of ownership—not just the principal and interest

payment.

Know your comfortable monthly housing budget✓

Review your credit reports and address inaccuracies✓

Document income and employment history✓

Estimate down payment and closing-cost funds✓

Maintain a reserve for repairs and unexpected costs✓

Avoid major new debt before closing✓

Keep financial records consistent throughout the process✓
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YOUR ACTION PLAN

The Approval-Ready Checklist

Use this checklist before seeking prequalification or submitting a full application. The goal is

to replace uncertainty with preparation.

Credit

Debt

Income

Budget

Preparation gives you options. Options give you confidence.

Your Next Three Moves

I reviewed my credit reports✓

I identified inaccurate information✓

My recent payments are current✓

My revolving balances are manageable✓

I know my recurring monthly obligations✓

I calculated an estimated DTI✓

I have avoided unnecessary new debt✓

My income documentation is organized✓

I can explain recent employment changes✓

I have included all relevant income accurately✓

I know my comfortable payment range✓

I have considered insurance, taxes, and maintenance✓

I have planned for upfront costs✓

Review your current financial picture without judgment.1

Address the highest-impact items first: late payments, balances, errors, and documentation gaps.2

Speak with a qualified lending professional before making major financial changes.3
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MOVE FORWARD

Confidence Starts with a Plan

You do not need to have every answer today. You need a clear starting point and a practical

sequence of next steps.

Strong applicants are not necessarily perfect applicants. They are prepared applicants. They

understand their financial profile, know what lenders may review, and take action before the

application is submitted.

“The clearer your financial picture, the more confidently

you can choose your next move.”

Ready to rewrite your financial story?
Pronto Credit can help you understand your options, prepare your financial profile, and move

toward your next car or home purchase with greater clarity.

CONNECT WITH PRONTO CREDIT

PRONTO CREDIT

Your financial future is built one informed decision at a time.

This guide is for educational purposes only and is not a guarantee of approval, financing terms, or credit-score improvement. Lending decisions vary by lender,

applicant, product, and individual circumstances.


